
APAL ORCHARD WALKS

Paul Vogelaar, Kiwicrunch (NZ)



INTRODUCTION

ǒ Paul Vogelaar

ǒ Born in The Netherlands > NZ 1980 

ǒ Studied Orchard Management for 3 

years 86-89 in the Netherlands

ǒ 4th generation

ǒ Family orchard with pears and apples

ǒ Fruit tree Nursery

ǒ Last 10 years Manager at Kiwi Crunch



EXPERIENCE

ǒMain background in pear production

ǒStudy done in dwarfing trees/rootstock

ǒNursery: rootstock and fruit tree production

ǒNew variety development: Belle du Jumet, Kanzi and 

Dazzle

ǒTaking on the blocks that are a problem for the company

ǒRedevelopment

ǒSprayer setup for different targets



PASSIONS

Pears

New varieties 
development
Chemical thinning

Producing top results on 
all varieties on my 

orchards



ORCHARDS

COOL STORES

PACKHOUSE

MARKETING

RSE

50,000 bins storage



CRASBORN FRESH 
HARVEST PACKHOUSE

Å1.4 Million Boxes Conventional 

Kiwi Crunch

1.2 Million Boxes Organic 

Bostock



NURSERY

200000 trees a 
year

90 % bench grafts



REDEVELOPMENT - PROGRESSION



RE-DEVELOPMENT ON A BUDGET

Grafting
ÅQuick
ÅCheap

ÅQuicker back into 

production

Before you start :

ÅVirus status

ÅRootstock

ÅMissing trees

ÅPlanting spacing

ÅTree Support
ÅIrrigation

ÅDrainage



CHALLENGES FROM THE FLOOD

Before After



CYCLONE GABRIELLE

Febr 13 2023. How to clean this up ?


