
 

   
 

 

 

Update 

22 July 2022 

 

Current situation 

• There are 41 infected premises in NSW. 
• New detection yesterday was at Raymond Terrace in an existing red zone. 
• As per the agreed response plan with industry, all movements of hives and 

equipment onto and off infected premises over the past 12-months will be traced, and 
risk analysis and surveillance will be conducted to minimise further spread. 

• Movement of hives, brood boxes, nucleus hives, packaged bees and queen bees are 
not permitted anywhere in NSW. 

• Registered commercial beekeepers within low risk areas of NSW can complete a 
Hive Movement Declaration to move honeybees and hives, to allow for business 
continuity and to provide pollination services. There are explicit requirements on 
beekeepers before moving.  

• Beekeepers in all zones except red eradication zone, are permitted to work their 
hives, remove frames for honey extraction and place empty supers on full hives.  

• DPI, Local Land Services, NSW Police, NSW Rural Fire Service and the wider 
community are all working together to assist the apiary industry to arrest the spread 
of the parasite. 

• In the meantime, we cannot overstate the importance of community reporting as an 

invaluable component of our control measures. 
• People are encouraged to continue to report the locations of any hives, both 

managed hives and wild hives they might be aware of. 
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Hive movement declaration now available 

• Registered commercial beekeepers who are seeking to move bees and beehives in 

low-risk areas of NSW can now complete their Hive Movement Declaration.  

• The NSW Government has worked in consultation with the apiary and horticultural 

industries in NSW to carefully develop a plan through a risk-based approach. 

• This enables critical business continuity and pollination services for commercial 

beekeepers and broader agricultural industries as part of our $20.9 billion primary 

industries economy. 

• While a statewide standstill of hives still applies, movements from the general 
biosecurity emergency zone is being allowed under the permit-based system, 
however restrictions continue for the eradication, surveillance or notification zones. 

• Our intensive surveillance and tracing activities, on top of the statewide lockdown 

and creation of emergency zones continues to play a critical role in our response 

efforts.  

• The Biosecurity Emergency Group Permit only applies to a person (or corporation) 

who has completed the Tocal College Varroa mite online training, has complied with 

specified alcohol washing requirements, and has completed the Hive Movement 

Declaration on the NSW DPI website. 

• Forward Command Posts in Griffith and Balranald will be set up to undertake 
continual surveillance and testing of hives moved for pollination services. 

• Surveillance activities include the use of miticide strips and sticky boards in hives, 

which will be regularly analysed for the presence of the mite.  

• From a compliance point of view, the honus is on our registered commercial 

beekeepers to ensure they comply with the declaration they have made under the 

Biosecurity Emergency Group Permit, to be able to move their hives within the 

General Biosecurity Zone of NSW.  

• The movement of any hive that has been in the Narrabri emergency zones after 30 

April 2022 is not permitted. This means, the movement of hives that were in the 

Narrabri zones before 30 April can be moved, once a Hive Movement Declaration 

has been completed.  

• The movement of any hive that has been in the Varroa mite eradication emergency 

zone, Varroa mite surveillance emergency zone or the Varroa mite notification 

emergency zone in the 24 month period prior to the date of the proposed movement, 

is not permitted. 

• Failure to comply with the conditions of the emergency permit could result in a 
penalty notice or prosecution.  
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• The maximum penalty for an individual is $1.1 million or imprisonment for three 

years, or both, and, in the case of a continuing offence, a further penalty of $137,500 

for each day the offence continues.  

• The maximum penalty for a corporation is $2.2 million and, in the case of a 

continuing offence, a further penalty of $275,000 for each day the offence continues. 

• A Biosecurity Emergency Group Permit is also in place for producers accepting or 

receiving bees from a registered commercial beekeeper for pollination services.  

• The permit authorises:  
o allowing a registered commercial beekeeper to move bees onto a premises 

that the person is in charge of, but only where those premises are in the 
Varroa mite general emergency zone, and where that registered commercial 
beekeeper is moving hives under the authority of an emergency permit issued 
under the Act.  

o accepting and receiving bees in the Varroa mite general emergency zone that 

have been moved by a registered commercial beekeeper, but only where that 

registered commercial beekeeper is moving hives under the authority of an 

emergency permit issued under the Act. 

• For more information, visit www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/varroa 

 
 

Victorian pollination season  

• The Victorian Government on Friday 15 July announced the requirements for the 

State's pollination season ahead. 

• For more information, view the Victorian Government media release here: 

agriculture.vic.gov.au/about/media-centre/media-releases/almond-pollination-season-

to-proceed 

 

 

 

  

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/varroa
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/about/media-centre/media-releases/almond-pollination-season-to-proceed
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/about/media-centre/media-releases/almond-pollination-season-to-proceed
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Beekeepers allowed to work hives in NSW 

• The statewide emergency order allows NSW beekeepers, in all zones except the red 

eradication zone, to work their hives.  

• Beekeepers are now able to work their hives, remove frames for honey extraction 

and place empty supers on full hives.  

• The changes do not apply to beekeepers who are in the red eradication zone and do 

not permit the movement of hives, brood boxes, nucleus hives, packaged bees and 

queen bees anywhere in NSW.  

• The decision to remove the ‘do not tamper’ component in the order is a measured 

risk-based approach, which will allow beekeepers to prevent swarming as we get 

closer to spring.  

• It is important to note the ‘do not move’ component of the order will remain in place; 

hives are still not allowed to be moved within NSW. This includes nucleus hives.  
 

• Under the amended order, beekeepers in all zones, except for the red 

(eradication) zone can:  

o Remove honey from hives provided:  

▪ The beekeepers shed and apiary are in the same emergency zone 

(i.e. the apiary and shed are both within the blue zone)  

▪ The beekeeper must take all practicable measures to clear all bees 

from the supers.  

▪ Honey supers on vehicles must be bee proof before leaving site and 

remain bee proof until arriving at the shed.  

▪ Supers must be transited directly to their shed and supers must be 

stored in an enclosed shed.  

▪ Vehicles must be thoroughly cleaned of any honey and wax once 

unloaded.  

o Empty supers may be placed on hives provided:  

▪ Beekeepers can only transport super from the shed to one apiary. 

Beekeepers cannot load supers then visit multiple apiaries.  

▪ The supers have been in the shed for 21 days i.e. been in the shed for 

21 days.  

▪ Supers may not go from a shed to an apiary if the shed and apiary are 

in different zones.  
 

• Beekeepers are advised to undertake an alcohol wash test on their bees and report 

results to NSW DPI by calling 1800 084 881. 

 

Reimbursement arrangements 

• An $18 million compensation package has been developed for registered commercial 
and recreational beekeepers affected by the varroa mite outbreak, under an 
agreement reached by governments and industry. 

• Further information on how registered beekeepers can apply for reimbursement is to 
be provided by DPI.  

• Reimbursement to registered commercial beekeepers covers loss of equipment, 
hives and bees that are destroyed in the eradication process, as well as the costs of 
honey.   

• The compensation framework has been established since 2005 by industry and 
government under the Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed. 

https://nswfoodauthority.cmail20.com/t/y-l-bkuhkhy-iuirglhdr-r/
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ACTIONS 

Wellbeing 
• There are free and confidential support services available to all beekeepers during 

this difficult time and we encourage beekeepers to access small business and mental 
health and wellbeing support early 

• Small business support is available to beekeepers through the Rural Financial 
Counselling Service on 1800 344 090 or Small Biz Connect on 1300 134 359 

• The Varroa mite emergency response may impact people’s mental and emotional 
wellbeing. 

• Stressful events can cause feelings of worry and unease, especially where there are 
levels of uncertainty involved, but there are things you can do to take care of 
yourself. 

• In tough times we need to remember to look after ourselves. As much as possible, 
maintaining routines with good diet, exercise, and sleep will increase your capacity to 
deal with stress. 

• This is the time to stay connected with family and friends and seek for support when 
you need it. 

• Mental health support is available 24/7 via the NSW Mental Health Line 1800 011 
511 

 

Honeybees from the Hunter region in the last 12 months 
• All people who have acquired honeybees (including queen bees, nucleus hives and 

hives with honeybees) from within the 50km emergency notification zone of the Port 
of Newcastle in the last 12 months are being urged to play their part by reporting 
them to help ensure business continuity for the bee industry. 

• Report these honeybees using the online form by NSW DPI. 

• Community reporting will hopefully help us facilitate and free up the movement of 
honeybees in the rest of NSW, especially around almond pollination. 

  

https://nswfoodauthority.cmail20.com/t/y-l-bkuhhkt-iuiubuddh-i/
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BACKGROUND 
Varroa mites 

• Varroa mite (Varroa destructor) was detected in two of six sentinel hives at the Port 
of Newcastle on Wednesday 22 June 2022. The detection was the result of routine 
surveillance on sentinel hives by NSW Bee Biosecurity Officers. 

• The mites are tiny reddish-brown parasites and individual mites are easily identifiable 
to the naked eye.   

• Australia is the only major honey producing country free from Varroa mite, the most 
serious pest of honeybees worldwide. 

• The potential impact of Varroa mite to the honey and broader primary industries of 
NSW is significant.  

• Within NSW, honey and hive products contribute approximately $50 million to our 
economy.  

• In Australia, the value of honeybees providing pollination services to our agricultural 
industries is valued at $14.2 billion. 

• Beekeepers work side-by-side with government as part of Australia’s early warning 
system to detect exotic honeybee pests, the National Bee Pest Surveillance 
Program, which includes surveillance hives and catch boxes at strategic locations 
around our ports and airports. 

 

Background 

• Varroa destructor is not established in Australia. Australia is one of the few counties 

in the world to remain free of Varroa mite. 

• Varroa destructor attacks European Honeybees (Apis mellifera) (EHB) and is 

considered the greatest threat to Australia's honey and honeybee pollination plant 

industries. 

• It is a Category 3 Emergency Plant Pest (EPP) under Schedule 13 of the Emergency 

Plant Pest Response Deed (EPPRD). 

• Internal and external mites of honeybees are listed as #10 in the Top 42 National 

Priority Plant Pests. 

• In 2018, Varroa destructor was detected in Victoria in a nest of EHB on arriving 

cargo. The honeybees were reported by the arriving vessel. The department 

responded to the risk with assistance from the Victorian Government and the swarm 

was eliminated. 

• If Varroa mite were to establish in Australia, EHB and the pollination services will be 

reduced. This would result in: 

o introduction of restrictions on the movement of hives to limit spread, which 

could reduce the availability of hives in some regions 

o a significant impact for apiarists, who would face higher costs to manage their 

hives 

o impact on producers of crops such as almonds, apples and cherries that rely 

on pollination from EHB. 

• Varroa jacobsoni, were detected on exotic Asian honeybee (AHB) in Townsville in 

2016, 2019 and 2020. These were eradicated under the nationally cost shared 

National Varroa Mite Eradication Program. Proof of Freedom from V. jacobsoni was 

declared in 2021 and biosecurity measures reviewed. 
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