
      
 

 

 

 

 

Alternaria Control in 2021-22 
 
 
This is a disease that is always present at low levels in the orchard and only becomes a problem 
in some weather conditions or if no suitable fungicides are used. 
 
It usually makes a small start in trees in late October to early November.  You may not see the 
first few small Alternaria spots but they are the source of inoculum that can cause the disease to 
explode if conditions are right and fungicides have weathered off the leaves.  Especially if there 
are several days of warm, wet weather in mid-summer.  A few leaves with Alternaria is not a 
concern but these few ‘pioneer’ lesions provide large amounts of inoculum for big outbreaks if the 
weather is right.   
 
When there are a lot of lesions on leaves you will get yellowing and leaves dropping which will 
affect tree health.  Large amounts on leaves lead to infection of fruit. 
 
Alternaria was present through the drought in small pockets on the most susceptible varieties 
(Gala and Pink Lady), especially if growers reduced their fungicides due to the dry conditions.  It 
kicked off in March 2021 after the big rains and there is a lot of carry-over inoculum about.  Many 
block have low-moderate numbers of spot already, and its only mid-November !   
 
 

Action:   
➢ Dragon (Delan), Pristine and Sercadis are registered for Alternaria control.   
➢ Luna Sensation, Fontelis and Belanty are registered for ‘suppression’.   
➢ Polyram has a permit and provides good control.   

 
You should be applying one of these to all your apples now and as part of your cover sprays 
regularly through November and early December.  This is when there is a lot of fresh leaves that 
are most susceptible. 
 
Read the label warning about Delan use if you have used Vertimec+summer oil, or plan to soon. 
 
Pink Lady and Gala are the most susceptible varieties, so concentrate on these blocks. 
 
All of these fungicides are good black spot protectants.   
Delan and Polyram are also registered for Glomerella control.   
Pristine, Fontelis, Sercadis and Luna Sensation will help control powdery mildew. 
 

 
ALTERNARIA  Is ever present 

Early control important 
Not many fungicide options 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 Topas Systhane Bogard Syllit Ziram Polyram Dithane Dragon Captan Flint Chorus Fontelis Stroby 
Seguris 

Flexi Sercadis 
Luna 

Sensation Pristine Belanty 
Black spot 

action Curatives Protectants Super Protecants 
Group 3 3 3 U12 Y M3 M3 M9 M4 11 9 7 K 7 7 7&11 7&11 3 

Black spot yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes Yes yes yes yes yes yes yes Yes 

Powdery mildew yes yes yes no no no no no no yes No yes yes yes yes yes yes No 

Glomerella no no no no yes yes yes yes no no No no no no no no no No 

Alternaria no no no no no permit no yes no no no supp no no yes supp yes No 

Rate per 100 litres 25 12 35 80 150 200 200 18 125 10 40 75 10 80 20 30 40 80 

Cost per 100 L 2.53 3.04 4.95 3.38 2.70 3.01 2.50 1.94 2.49 3.16 3.66 5.78 4.35 5.71 ? 5.60 7.84 2.72 

 
 


