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IPDM Community of Practice 
provides platform for  
cooperative learning and  
upskilling 
E M I L Y  C R A W F O R D

Given an opportunity to keep up to date 
with latest developments in Integrated 
Pest and Disease Management (IPDM) 
research and practical management  
in the orchard, and discuss potential 
solutions to seasonal problematic  
observations, all in a one hour per 
month snapshot, would you take it?

and presentations from experts on key topics  
provides for upskilling, mentoring and increased 
awareness of emerging or new issues and tools and 
resources available to implement IPDM. Importantly, 
the platform is also used as a valuable insight and 
feedback mechanism for the current PIPS3 Program’s 
Strengthening cultural and biological management 
of pests and diseases in apple and pear orchards 
(AP19002) project.  

“The CoP makes contributions to  components 
of the current IPDM project of the PIPS3 Program,” 
says Agriculture Victoria’s Senior Research Leader 
(Invertebrates & Weed Science) and Project Leader, 
Greg Lefoe. “This has been more formally in  
response to presentations made at meetings or  
indirectly through the Ask the Expert forum on the 
IPDM ExtensionAus webpage. We are encouraging  
members to provide their input and we are  
continuously considering this in our research.”   

Researchers conducting IPDM investigations 
participate in the CoP workshops as a direct way to 
keep in touch with what is happening in the field and 
ground-truth ideas they have with industry leaders 
who are with growers every day of every season.   

CoP members have the option to provide  
expert input into the IPDM extensionAus webpage, 
to create a useful resource for advisors and growers. 
The Australian Apple and Pear IPDM webpage can 
be found at: https://extensionaus.com.au/ 
ozapplepearipdm and growers and advisors are 
also encouraged to join the facebook group:  
http://bit.ly/OzapplepearIPDM 

So, are you an advisor to the Apple and Pear 
industry seeking to keep your skills and knowledge 
in IPDM up to date and relevant to the business  
scenarios of your client base? Then take time once 
a month to invest in your professional development 
and join the IPDM Community of Practice! AFG

The Australian Apple and Pear IPDM Community of 
Practice (CoP) is a group of people who are experts 
in IPDM, or work in an advisory role in Apple and 
Pear IPDM, across Australia. Currently there are  
26 members who come together to further their 
knowledge and share experiences, via a virtual monthly 
meeting. Members consider the CoP as an investment 
in their own ongoing professional development as 
well as making contribution to collective thought or 
insight into IPDM matters for the industry.  

The CoP, coordinated by Agriculture Victoria’s 
Horticulture Industry Development Project Officer, 
Emily Crawford, upskills members on IPDM to build 
confidence in the research undertaken and provision 
of IPDM advice to growers. Sharing of information 

IPDM experts and advisors  
can share and build their 

knowledge at monthly  
gatherings or via a private 

Facebook group (top) and can 
contribute to the IPDM  

resources on the industry 
IPDM webpage (bottom).

PIPS3 Program IPDM project (AP19002) Agriculture  
Victoria researchers Dr Raelene Kwong and Greg Lefoe, 
participate in the monthly IPDM CoP workshops to provide 
a 360º collaborative approach between the project and 
those providing IPDM advice to growers.  
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