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Below is a summary of various regulatory issues 
and chemical reviews currently underway both 
locally and internationally. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Canada  

Metiram use in Canada is being phased-out with 
sales ceasing after June 21, 2020 and use allowed 
until June 21, 2021.  

Canadian regulator the PMRA is in the process of 
re-evaluating kresoxim-methyl (Stroby). It has 
proposed that continued use was acceptable with 
additional risk mitigation measures. These include 
reducing the maximum number of applications per 
year to 1 or 2, depending upon rate applied, plus 
buffer zones and amended PPE. 

The PMRA is also in the process of registering a 
new Group 7 (SDHI) fungicide inpyrfluxam from 
Sumitomo for use in apples. 

Europe 

In May 2020, the EU published two policy 
strategies that have been dubbed the Farm to Fork 
strategy and the Biodiversity Strategy which 
among a number of objectives proposes that by 
2030 pesticide use will be cut in half, with about 
30% of cultivated land to be farmed under 
ecological standards with 10% of fields under 
fallow. These strategies are under discussion are 
not expected to be finalised before 2022. 
Presumably, once finalised and n place any EU 
uses removed will see a reduction or removal of 
associated MRLs. This could potentially impact the 
ability of exporting horticultural industries to 
comply with new EU standards. 

 

Regarding specific agrichemicals, the continued 
use of etoxazole has been approved in Europe but 
only on ornamentals grown in glasshouse 
situations. All food crop and outdoor uses are to 
be deleted. 

Over the next three months the approvals are 
scheduled to expire for the following compounds 

Clofentezine, clomazone, deltamethrin, 
difenoconazole, diuron, fludioxonil, sulphur, 
tebuconazole. For a number the outcomes in 
terms of future approvals are uncertain. 
 

Switzerland 
Following the EU’s lead, the Swiss Federal Office 
for Agriculture has mandated that chlorpyrifos 
may no longer be used. The prohibition came into 
effect on July 1st 2020. 

New Zealand 

Belchim Crop Protection is seeking to register the 
herbicide metobromuron in New Zealand. It is 
Group C herbicide for pre-emergent broadleaf 
weed control in potatoes. 

USA 

Two agchem related Bills have recently been 
introduced into the US congress. One is referred to 
as the ‘Protect Against Paraquat Act’ If passed it 
would require the US EPA to cancel the 
registration of all uses of paraquat, ban paraquat 
residues on food and prohibit the sale and use of 
existing stock of paraquat. The second is called the 
“Protect America’s Children from Toxic Pesticides 
Act” It also specifically targets organophosphates, 
neonicotinoids and paraquat and would require 
the US to suspend use of pesticides the EU or 
Canada says are unsafe until reviewed by EPA.  

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
released its draft biological evaluations for carbaryl 
and methomyl. This is the first step in the re-
evaluation process.  
  

https://ec.europa.eu/food/farm2fork_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/farm2fork_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
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NATIONAL REGULATORY ISSUES 

APVMA  

Chemical reviews 

The APVMA has finalised its review of 2, 4-D 
requiring a number of label amendments. These 
include new spray drift restraints such as droplet 
spectrum and downwind buffer zones; timing 
restrictions for crops x region. 

Further information can be found at 
https://apvma.gov.au/node/73206 . 
 

New Products/Uses 

Active ingredient approvals 

For an active ingredients/constituents to be used 
in agricultural chemicals intended for sale and use 
in Australia they must first be approved by the 
APVMA. Applications for approval can be 
submitted before an application for registration or 
at the same time. Listed below are recent 
applications to approve new active ingredients.  

An active ingredient approval has been sought for 
aclonifen, a new pre-emergent broadleaf weed 
and grass herbicide with a novel mode of action. It 
is registered in Europe by Bayer for use in 
potatoes, legume vegetables and cereals. 

An active ingredient approval from the APVMA has 
been sought to allow the use of the chemical 
methiozolin as a new turf herbicide by Colin 
Campbell Chemicals. It is a benzyl ether and 
member of the Q herbicide mode of action group. 

In May Syngenta have sought an active ingredient 
approval, in conjunction with a registration, for 
their new insecticide isocycloseram for use in 
citrus and various vegetables. It is a member 
isoxazoline chemical family, belongs in the Group 
30 insecticide mode of action group and is 
understood to have broadspectrum activity. It is 
expected to be launched in 2021/22 under the 
trade name of Plinazolin. 
 

An active ingredient approval to allow the use of 
cyflumetofen, a Group 25 acaricide, in AgChem 
products has been sought by the Japanese 
company OAT Agrio. It is registered in the USA by 
BASF for the management of spider mites in a 
number of crops including citrus, grapes, pome 
fruit, stone fruit, tomatoes tree nuts and 
ornamentals. 
 
Label extensions & registrations 

Corteva have recently registered an organically 
certified formulation of spinosad (Entrust® 
Organic) for use in fruit, herbs, ornamentals, 
vegetables and forestry with a product launch 
planned for October. 

ISK’s fungicide isofetamid (Kenja 400 SC) is in the 
final stages of gaining approval for the control of 
Botrytis in Berry crops for both field and 
protected.  

Syngenta are also seeking to register Miravis Prime 
fungicide (Pydiflumetofen + fludioxonil) for use in 
grapes for the control of Botrytis and powdery 
mildew. 

Novellus fungicide (Group 46) containing the plant 
oils eugenol, geraniol and thymol was registered 
in August 2020, by Eden Research PLC, for botrytis 
control in grapes. It will be marketed in Australia 
by Sipcam. 

The control of Downy mildew in bulb onion, spring 
onion, leafy vegetables including brassica leafy 
vegetables, cucurbits, beetroots are being added 
to the Zampro label (dimethomorph + 
ametoctradin) following data generation via Hort 
Innovation strategic projects ST16006 and 
ST17000.  

Paraffinic Oil labels are being updated with the re-
entry period in bananas reduced to nil from the 
current 1 day.  
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