
 

 

APAL Board Summary – 3 June 2020 

The APAL Board and its committees have continued to meet via video conference whilst the COVID 
travel restrictions are in place.  The latest Board meeting was held on 3 June 2020 - see below for a 
summary of the business of the meeting:  

• The Board heard the arrangements put in place within the APAL office to adhere to the 
government requirements but at the same time allow for all staff to continue working 
remotely to continue a seamless service delivery 

• The Finance, Audit and Risk Committee reviewed and endorsed for the Board to approve the 
annual operating budget for APAL for the 2020/21 financial year.  APAL continues to 
maximise financial returns from its Pink Lady® business in order to invest in services 
delivered back to the Australian apple and pear industry.  The organisation is budgeting for a 
reduced surplus next year due to some planned enhancements in services and projects for 
the Australian industry. 

• The Board has approved a date for the Annual General Meeting of 12 November 2020, 
recognising that this year's AGM may need to be held via other means if travel restrictions 
continue. 

• We have kicked off the Director Selection process for the Director roles representing Victoria 
and NSW which are both due to rotate at the 2020 AGM.  Communication will be provided 
to members in Victoria and NSW in due course. 

• The financial position for the year to date remains strong and has not been materially 
affected by the global impacts of COVID 

• The communications team has continued to deliver events using a webinar platform and has 
been very pleased with the numbers attending and the feedback on the webinars held to 
date. 

• The Board commended the work of the APAL team members associated with gaining a 
funding package of matched funding up to $120,000 per Ha from the NSW Government 
towards the Apple Industry Bushfire Recovery Plan.  The team remain hopeful of a 
contribution from the Federal Government also. 

• Reg Weine, our newly appointed director who commenced in March, was appointed as the 
Chair of the Finance and Audit Committee.  Reg brings with him a great breadth of 
commercial experience from his time as the CEO of SPC Ardmona among other roles in his 
career. 

• APAL continues to work with Australian Pome Fruit Improvement Program (APFIP) to find a 
strategy for the sustainable funding of this important work on new varieties post the 
conclusion of the latest Hort Innovation funding. 

• A new initiative is being developed to look at the quality of product at the distribution 
centres.  Further details will come to industry as the scope of this project is finalised. 

• An update was provided in relation to the great deal of work that is being done to introduce 
USA based importers and exporters into the Pink Lady® network after the agreement was 
reached with Pink Lady Amercia/Brandt’s Fruit Trees. 

 


