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IN THIS ISSUE

Last issue we looked at more data worth
recording as you progress through the
season, why crop estimation is important
and an alternative option for counting
fruit on your trees to simplify thinning
regimes.

Here’s hoping for a good harvest season

With Christmas just around the corner
and some hot, dry spells on the way I
thought this issue was best focused on
fruit sizing progression, regional bloom
dates as well as looking at the nutrition
toolset in OrchardNet. In addition to this
I’ve also highlighted spreadsheet editing
options for OrchardNet (great for
updating your finalised packouts for last
year’s crop).

You can take a look by logging into your
own account or by looking at the Focus
Orchard block details (Username: focus
password: focus)

As part of my discussions around the
national apple and pear crop estimate
this year, I’d also just like to add that bird
and fruit bat pressure is likely to be high
with this year’s weather events. If you do
not have protection it may be worth
looking at some of your options before
bird numbers begin to build in the
coming weeks.

Don’t have an OrchardNet account?

Whilst I know it’s a busy time, I hope
everyone can find a couple of days over
the coming weeks to take a small break.

Fruit sizing update

- Nic

Interested in trying out OrchardNet?

Nutrition – don’t forget to check

If you’ve forgotten your OrchardNet
login then go to the website and click the
‘Lost your password?’ link.
http://www.orchardnet.co.nz

As part of the Future Orchards project
OrchardNet is provided to Australian
growers for free (up to 1200 blocks total).
Please contact your local FLA or a
member of the AgFirst team (see details
on the last page of this newsletter) if you
would like to give it a go.

Updating your 2018 packout results
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Fruit sizing and average full bloom dates
A number of growers across the country are well underway with their fruit size measurements for the 2018/19 season. If you’re
interested in tracking your fruit size progression get in contact with your local Front Line Advisor or a member of the AgFirst
team (see last page of this newsletter for details)
This data can be put into OrchardNet where it can be compared to regional and national averages either by date or days after
full bloom (DAFB). In doing so you can get a gauge on how your crop is progressing relative to other growers of the same
variety. Fruit growth rates can also be monitored and used for your decision making; decisions on irrigation, fertigation and
whether secondary hand-thinning is necessary can all be driven using data from your fruit growth rates.
Average full bloom dates this season
Variety

Goulburn
Valley

Southern
VIC

Adelaide
Hills

QLD

TAS

Pink Lady

4/10/18

4/10/18

10/10/18

1/10/18

Gala

4/10/18

13/10/18

19/10/18

7/10/18

Packham’s

1/10/18

-

-

The Fruit sizing graph in OrchardNet for Turnbull's Orchard in the Goulburn Valley
(Young West and McKie Modi focus blocks). Regional and national averages have
been hidden on the graph (click the square to hide any lines on OrchardNet.)

Fruit sizing icon on OrchardNet

Orange

Batlow

WA

10/10/18

8/10/18

17/10/18

24/10/18

17/10/18

15/10/18

18/10/18

25/10/18

-

-

-
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Nutrition – getting, and tracking, your data
Plant nutrition is a vital component of maximizing your
fruit quality and potential yields. The wrong balance, a
deficiency or an excess of key nutrients can drastically
change the attributes and storage quality of the fruit
you’re growing.
For those of you who have a regular nutrition monitoring
program this data can be entered into OrchardNet’s
nutrition centre. Once entered the data can be compared
to nutrition reference curves for apple production (these
were developed in South Tyrol from thousands of apple
leaf samples). Soil test results can also be compared to
reference values; inputting fertilizer application data
(amount, timing etc.) can also allow you to track the
impacts of your fertilizer program on your soils through
time.
By keeping track of the year-by-year movement of your
soil and leaf test results you can begin to develop and
refine your management decisions to ensure you’re
providing the optimal nutrition environment for your
trees.
Small tweaks in your nutrition program could mean large
differences to fruit packout, return bloom and fruitset.
Make sure you are taking the time to look at your leaf
tests.
What if you’re not monitoring leaf nutrition?
If you’re keen to make a start I’d suggest taking a
preharvest sample (~2-3 weeks before first pick) in some
of your key blocks. If one block is always far superior on
colour it may be worth comparing it to a poorer
performing block of the same variety; you might find
some interesting patterns in the results…
Additional samples in mid-late November and midJanuary can also be useful where there is a specific
concern with block nutrition or you’re unsure of whether
corrective actions will be sufficient.
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Updating your 2018 packout results
With most of the crop now packed you’ve probably got a pretty good idea where your fruit’s packouts ended up for last
season’s harvest.
For those of you who put an estimated packout against your blocks in OrchardNet. Now’s a great time to update and analyse
your star-performers and blocks where additional work is required. Where your packhouse is completing reject analysis I
would also suggest going through all of these results; small adjustments to your harvest management style could result in
modest packout increases.
Within OrchardNet a ‘bulk edit’ tool can speed up this process.

Step 1

Step 4

Once you have logged in click the below icon

Update your data; ensure you tick the checkbox to save
your edits (all in the top left corner). Once finished click
the enter button. Don’t forget to revise peak fruit size.

Step 2
To update your packouts for your blocks you want to edit
your data.

Step 3
Select the relevant year and block/weight units

I would then suggest checking the “Block analysis” report
to anonymously compare your final block results against
other growers.
See my article on the block analysis report in issue 15 of
this newsletter.
You can find it on the Future Orchards library located
here: https://apal.org.au/industry-info/futureorchards/archive-library/#bdp

Not set-up or unsure where to start?
If you would like to setup your blocks to allow comparison
with other growers, please get in contact with your local
Front Line Advisor or a member of the AgFirst team
(contact details on the next page).
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Interested in trying OrchardNet within your business?
OrchardNet takes some perseverance and may require a different way of thinking to what you’re used to.
If you’re not too sure how-to login to OrchardNet, enter data, add blocks or you just need a few extra pointers
don’t be afraid to get in contact with your local Front-Line Advisor (FLA), the OrchardNet Administrator
(adrian.stone@agfirst.co.nz) or a member of the AgFirst team.

STATE

CONSULTANT

EMAIL

PHONE

OrchardNet Administrator

Adrian Stone

adrian.stone@agfirst.co.nz

+64 6 872 7074

AgFirst (NZ)

Ross Wilson

ross.wilson@agfirst.co.nz

+64 27 449 0775

AgFirst (NZ)

Craig Hornblow

craig.hornblow@agfirst.co.nz

+64 27 436 8441

AgFirst (NZ)

Steve Spark

sspark@agfirst.co.nz

+64 27 437 2344

AgFirst (NZ)

Jonathan Brookes

jonathan.brookes@agfirst.co.nz

+64 27 208 8750

AgFirst (NZ)

Nic Finger

nic.finger@agfirst.co.nz

+64 27 221 4835

FLA North Victoria

Michael Crisera

growerservices@fgv.com.au

+61 448 288 253

FLA South Victoria

Camilla Humphries

chumphries@eem.com.au

+61 427 111 852

FLA New South Wales

Kevin Dodds

kevin.dodds@dpi.nsw.gov.au

+61 427 918 315

FLA Tasmania

Sophie Folder

sophiefolder@internode.on.net

+61 439 247 172

FLA Queensland

Stephen Tancred

stephen@orchardservices.com.au

+61 407 762 888

FLA Western Australia

Susie Murphy-White

susiemurphywhite@gmail.com

+61 429 413 420

FLA South Australia

Paul James

paul@lenswoodcoop.com.au

+61 419 826 956

